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COMMANDA NCGORSIER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Greetings Marines , Corpsmen, and Ladies, May 14 MCL/MCLA Meetings, 7 p.-m.,
Happy May! The flowers are in bloom, thanks VFW . .

. . . ) May 26 Memorial Day Service, 11 a.m.,
to the April showers. The grass is growing like crazy Korean Memorial, Community
& mow, mow, mow! Park

Our dinner at the Red Dome Inn in Pittsfiel d May 26 Raffle Drawing, 12 noon, VFW
was great. We once again had a good turnout, and the June 13, 14 Traffic Stop Fundraiser
food, service, and atmosphere were wonderful! June 18-22 Dept. of Illinois Convention

Decatur Conference Center
(Pre-registration required.)

Thanks again, Ralph, for making t he arrangements.

The raffle tickets were won by Ralph and Mary

Timpe, Ralph Tucker, Chief Tucker, and Jim Carleton.
Carol and | and Ralph and Mary Timpe just May BIRTHDAYS

returned from Central Division Conference in

Louisville. What a show! The tour of Ft. Knox and

the Patton Museum were informative and interesting.

The tank and shooting simulations were just what all Annette Belcher (5 ™), Andy Applebee (10 ™), Jeanne
the old jarheads needed to get our adrenaline going, Surratt (10 ™), Joy Komnick (18 ™), Barbara Wilson
and the Marines served us MREs for lunch!  The trip (1gh), Ron Gilbert (24 th), Jim Oliver (27 th)

to Churchill Downs was the culminating event. We
had front tables on Millionaires Row with a fantastic
view of the finish line ! The ladies dressed up and
even bought hats to wear, and Ralph and | wore our
red blazers (and looked just like the staff at the

race track!). The Kentuc kiana Detachment spared
nothing in putting on this conference. They are to be
commended for their hard work and meticulous
planning!

Memorial Day and our raffle drawing are at
the end of this month. These events will be
discussed at our May meeting. Please ge t your
tickets turned in ASAP!

Semper Fi, West Central lllinois LeathernecksDinner
C.0. Red Dome Inn, Pittsfield, IL
April 8, 2008
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LORE OF THE CORPS

(Source: http://lwww.usmcmuseum.org)

Starting in boot camp, all Marines study the actions of those who have
served before them. The history of the Marine Corps is a rich tapestry
weaving together the contributions of all Marines. Over the past two

A tradition was born. Although
to Aserveodo in the Uni tKing Bulwarks
Renamed JigQgShe was enlisted on 14 October 1922 forthe i t e r m
l'ife.o0o Enlistment papers were sig

Butler. Although he began his career as a private, JiggSNas quickly
promoted to the rank of sergeant major. His death at the age of four
was mourned throughout the Corps. His body lay in a satin-lined

an
M

centuries, certain aspects of the Co ¢apketd ahangaronMayine Rerps Base Quantica untd he wasrburied
almost legendary status. Below are examples of some of the stories, with military honors.
terms, and traditions that have come to be knownasthe fALor e of t he

Core. o

The Blood Stripe

Marine Corps tradition
maintains that the red stripe
worn on the trousers of
officers and
noncommissioned officers,
and commonly known as the
Abl ood stripe,
commemorates those
Marines killed storming the
castle of Chapultepec in
1847. Although this belief is
firmly embedded in the
traditions of the Corps, it

has no basis in fact. The use of stripes clearly predates the Mexican
War.

In 1834, uniform regulations were changed to comply with President
Andrew Jackson6 s wi shes that Marine
white worn during the Revolutionary War. The wearing of stripes on the
trousers began in 1837, following the Army practice of wearing stripes
the same color as uniform jacket facings. Colonel Commandant
Archibald Henderson ordered those stripes to be buff white. Two years
later, when President Jackson left office, Colonel Henderson returned
the uniform to dark blue coats faced red. In keeping with earlier
regulations, stripes became dark blue edged in red. In 1849, the
stripes were changed to a solid red. Ten years later uniform
regulations prescribed a scarlet cord inserted into the outer seams for
noncommissioned officers and musicians and a scarlet welt for
officers. Finally, in 1904, the simple scarlet stripe seen today was
adopted.

AlLeat hernecko

In 1776, the Naval Committee of the Second Continental Congress
prescribed new uniform regulations. Marine uniforms were to consist of
green coats with buff white facings, buff breeches and black gaiters.
Also mandated was a leather stock to be worn by officers and enlisted
men alike. This leather collar served to protect the neck against cutlass
slashes and to hold the head erect in proper military bearing. Sailors
serving aboard ship with Marines cametocal | t hem Al

Use of the leather stock was retained until after the Civil War when it
was replaced by a strip of black glazed leather attached to the inside
front of the dress uniform collar. The last vestiges of the leather stock
canbeseeni n todayés modern dress
cloth tab behind the front of the collar.

The term Al eatherneckod transcended the

and became a common nickname for United States Marines. Other

ni cknames iinerl sudef fitslnd dsea, 0 fAdevi | dogs
pejorative figyrene, o0 (a term which was

Marines in 1894 and to the U.S. Mari nes
ADevil Dogso

According to Marine Corps tradition, German soldiers facing the

Marines at Belleau Wood called them teufelhundenThese were
the devil dogs of Bavarian folklore - vicious, ferocious, and tenacious.
Shortly thereafter, a Marine recruiting poster depicted a dachshund,
wearing an Iron Cross and a spiked helmet, fleeing an English bulldog
wearing the eagle, globe and anchor.

eat her

uni for m,

Other bulldogs followed in the tradition of JiggSFrom the 1930s
through the early 1950s, the name of the bulldogs was changed to

Smedleys a tribute to Major General Butler. In the late 1950s, the
Marine Barracks in Washington became the new home for the Marine
Corpsdé bulldog. Chesty, named in
Gener al Lewi s B. AChestyo Pedrdner ,
on 5 July 1957.

Today the tradition continues. The bulldog, tough, muscular and
fearless, has come to epitomize the fighting spirit of the United States
Marine Corps.

AfSemper Fideliso

The Marine Corps Semper&idelishien.mds 8
Prior to that date three mottoes, all traditional rather than official, were
used. The first of these, antedating the War of 1812, was

frortitudine © The Latin phrase for fwi
emblazoned on the brass shako plates worn by Marines during the

uni for nse deertallr Np er0j ddh.€ TIN e eshe cBo'dd mot t o
from the British Royal Marines AP
third motto was ATo the shores of
Corps colors, this commémorcatped rk
city of Derna in 1805. I'n 1848, t
the Montezumas to the shores of T
AfSemper Fidelisodo signifies the de
to ACorps and country, oOltimawdyoflife. t h
Said one former Marine, #Alt is no
absoluteéMarines pride themselves
dedication to accomplish it.o
8th and |
A notice posted in the Washington newspaper National
Intelligenceon 3 April 1801 offered fAa
the fAbest plan of barracks for th
with their officers and a house f

barracks, near the Washington Navy Yard and within marching
diseasc of thedCapitol, was chosen by President Thomas Jefferson,
who rode through Washington with Lieutenant Commandant William
W. Burrows.
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Marine Corps traditions holds that when Washington was burned by

the British during the War of 1812, bsmg, tdeaComgpantdpnet mel dleysef ande
the barracks were spared out of respect for the bravery shown by Offenbachdés comic opera. ..o
Marines during the Battle for Bladensburg.
Its origins notwithstanding, the hymn saw widespread use by the mid-
Today, 8th and | is home to one of the most dramatic military 1800s. Copyright ownership of the hymn was given to the Marine
celebrations in the world- The Evening Parade. Held every Friday Corps per certificate of registration dated 19 August 1891. In 1929, it
evening from May through August, t hebeEamethe ofiigal hpnanrofad enitédd StatesMarime CorfpsTwittethe
Presidentds Owno United States Mar.i n ®llowiry Velses: N The Commandant 6s
Owno The United States Marine Drum and Bugle Corps, and the
Marine Corps Silent Drill Platoon. It has become a lasting symbol of
the professionalism, discipline, and esprit de Corps of the United From the Halls of Montezuma
States Marines, a celebration of the pride taken in a history that spans to the Shores of Tripoli,
more than 230 years. We fight our countryo6s batt
On the land as on the sea.
The Eagle, Globe and Anchor First to fight for right and freedom,
= L . And to keep our honor clean,
The origins of the eagle, globe, and anchor insignia worn by Marines . ;
. . We are proud to claim the title
can be traced to those ornaments worn by early Continental Marines ; .
- . of United States Marine.
as well as to the British Royal Marines.
In 1776, Marines wore a device depicting a fouled anchor. Changes " Our fladgds unfurloed to ever
were made to that device in 1798, 1821, and 1824. An eagle was From dawn t?: setting sun:
added in 1834. The current insignia dates to 1868 when Brigadier . 9 '
) . We have fd)ugh,t in every clime ana place
General Commandant Jacob Zeilin convened a boaryg nt ecl de and
. . . Where we could take a'gun.
report upon the various devices of cap ornaments of the Marine
N . . . In the snow oféar—ogf nortr}erH lands
Corps. 0 A new insignia was recommended and app qyve e
L . nd in sunny tropic scenes,
Commandant. On 19 November 1868, the new insignia was accepted o fi | he i
by the Secretary of the Navy You will find us always on the job
Y ’ The United States Marines.
The new emblem featured a globe showing the western hemisphere
intersected by a fouled anchor and surmounted by an eagle. Atop the R
. . . . . ." Her e heal.th to ylgu and to .,
device, a ribbon was inscribed with the Latin na 0 REemper rdelis. o
S . . . Which we are proud to serve;
The globe signified the service of the United States Marines throughout : R
. I'n many a strife webve fought
the world. The anchor was indicative of the amphibious nature of the
. . . And never lost our nerve.
Marine Corps. The eagle, symbolizing a proud nation, was not the
. . If the Army and the Navy
American bald eagle, but rather a crested eagle, a species found | K N
throughouttheworld Ever 0o on Heavenos scene
’ They will find the streets are guarded
On 22 June 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed an By United States Marines.”
Executive Order which approved the design of an official seal for the )
United States Marine Corps. Designed at the request of General On 21 November 1942, the Commandant of the Marine Corps
Lemuel C. Shepherd, Jr., Commandant of the Marine Corps, the seal authorized an official change in the first verse, fourth line, to reflect the
replaced the crested eagle with the American bald eagle, its wings changing mission of the Marine Corps. The new line read "in the air, on
proudly displayed. With the approval of this seal by the President of the land and sea.” That change was originally proposed by Gunnery
United States in 1955, the emblem centered on the seal was adopted Sergeant H.L. Tallman, an aviator and veteran of World War I.
as the official Marine Corps emblem.
Shortly after World War I, Marines began to stand at attention during
The eagle, globe, and anchor insignia is a testament to the training of the playing of The Mar itioneantnuesitpdayn ,
the individual Marine, to the history and traditions of the Marine Corps, to honor all those who have earned the title "United States Marine."
and to the values upheld by the Corps. I't represents fithose intangibl
possessions that cannot be issued: pride, honor, integrity, and being
able to carry on the traditions for 4 ARMED FORCES DAY Sa
retredSer geant Maj or David W. Sommer s,
is the common thread that binds all Marines together, officer and May 17’ 2008
enlisted, past and presentéThe eagl e,
world who we are, what we stand for, and what we are capable of, in a President Harry S. Truman led the effort to
i | | L0 . . . o
stngte ghance.o establish a single holiday for citizens to com
The Marinesd Hymn together and thank our military members for th
Following the Barbary Wars of 1805, the Colors of the Corps were patriotic service in support of our country.
inscribed with the words Ato the shor ur
occupation of Mexico City in 1847, the Colors were changed to read
Afr oem sthhores of Tripoli to the Halls OnAUQUSt:gla 1949, Secret'arYOfDefenseL
Marine Corps history are the origin of the opening words of the Johnson announced ttiation of an Armed
Marineso Hymn. Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy, M
Tradition holds that the words to theg Corps_,andAlrForceDays.Thg_Sngl;a a
Marine serving in Mexico. In truth, the author of the words remains celebration stemmed from the unification of t
unknown. Colonel Albert S. McLemore and Walter F. Smith, Assistant Armed Forces under one departmetite
Band Director during the John Philip Sousa era, sought to trace the Department of Defense.
melody to its origins. It was reported to Colonel McLemore that by

1878 the tune was very popular in Paris, originally appearing as an aria
in the Jacques Offenbach opera Genevieve de Brabant. John Philips

Sousa later confirmed this belief in a letter to Major Harold Wirgman,
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