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COMMANDANTõS CORNER    
Greetings Marines , Corpsmen, and Ladies, 

 We had a great turnout at the Memorial Day 

Service s from both the detachment and auxiliary.  

Thank you to all who attended.  If you were nõt there, 

you missed a great speech by Rep. Ron Stephens of 

Greenville!   The Jacksonville High School band was 

outstanding, als o.  Our own Tim Ritzo did a fine job 

serving as Master of Ceremonies as well.  

 After the service, we went to the VFW for 

our raffle drawing.  Connie Wilson, VFW Auxiliary 

President, drew the winning ticket .  The lucky winner , 

who chose the $500 cash option,  was Janet Mitchell 

of Jacksonvi lle.  The winning ticket was sold by Larry 

Evans.  Thank you to all who sold and bought tickets ! 

Remember that our June meeting will be held 

at Pine Point Campers Club.  The detachment decided 

that I should grill  brats and hot dogs for our potluck 

prior to the meeting.  Please bring a covered dish.  

Our Traffic Stop fundraiser is rapidly 

approaching.  The dates are Friday, June 13 and 

Saturday, June 14.  If you have not signed up to work 

a shift, please contact Adjutant Jim Carleton ASAP.  

We need everyone that is capable to help out so that 

others donõt have to fill in more than one shift per 

day.  Even two of our Iwo Jima Marines have 

volunteered again!  If you canõt work a full two hour 

shift, team up with another member and split the 

shift.   

Semper Fi,  

C.O. 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
June 11   MCL/MCLA Meetings, 7 p.m., 

Pine Point Campers Club, Lake 

Jacksonville.  Brats at 6 p.m.  

Please bring a covered dish.  

June 13, 14  Traffic Stop Fundraiser  

June 18 - 22  Dept. of Illinois Convention  

 Decatur Conference Center  

 (Pre - registration required.)  

July 4  4 th  of July Parade  

July 12  Dice Run Fundraiser  

 

Memorial Day Services  

 
JUNE  BIRTHDAYS  

 
 
 

Alan Applebee (19 th ), Ron Birdsong (19 th ),  
Tom Wilson (21 st ), Scott Jess (23 rd ),  

Caren Waltrip Sexton (15 th ), Rip VanWinkle (26 th ) 
 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefZq0.dHrhEAnJaJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBxNHMzOWYwBHBvcwM5BHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkA0kwODRfMTA2/SIG=1gfp6mvek/EXP=1206461674/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=marine+corps+league+logo&fr=yfp-t-501&toggle=1&cop=mss&ei=UTF-8&w=300&h=300&imgurl=www.trophyexpress.com/usmc/images/usmcleague.jpg&rurl=http://www.trophyexpress.com/usmc/usmcleague.html&size=25.6kB&name=usmcleague.jpg&p=marine corps league logo&type=JPG&oid=546b6bc97949e9c4&no=9&tt=66


THE CENTER FOR THE INTREPID 
 

 

The Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund has constructed a world-class 

state-of-the-art physical rehabilitation facility for wounded 

warrior at Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio, Texas. 

The Center opened on January 29, 2007 with a grand 

ceremony attended by Senators John McCain and Hillary 

Rodham Clinton, Veterans Affairs Secretary James R. 

Nicholson, Deputy Secretary of Defense Gordon England; 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Peter Pace, USMC, and 

government and military leaders at the highest levels. 3,000 

supporters also joined the event. 

 

The Center serves military personnel who have been 

catastrophically disabled in operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The Center will also serve military personnel and veterans 

severely injured in other operations and in the normal 

performance of their duties, combat and non-combat related. 

 

The Center encompasses a 60,000 square foot structure, 

providing ample space and facilities for the rehabilitation needs 

of the patients and their caregivers and includes top-of-the-line 

indoor and outdoor facilities. 

 

The Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund successfully reached its goal 

of $40 million for constructing the Center. We thank the over 

600,000 who contributed to this effort with gifts large and small. 

 

In the fall of 2007, The Honorable George W. Bush, 43rd 

President of the United States, visited the Center for the 

Intrepid for a behind-the-scenes tour and to spend time with 

some of the service members being treated there. "The Center 

is a tribute to the generosity of the American people," he said. 

"Make no mistake about it--the American people support the 

men and women who wear our nation's uniform. The Center is 

a testament to our deep belief that someone wounded in 

defense of America needs all the help that he or she can get." 

 

(Source: http://www.fallenheroesfund.org)  

 

The West Central Illinois Leathernecks Detachment #1177, 

Marine Corps League, donates a portion of the proceeds of its 

fundraisers to the Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund. 

 

 

MARINES HELPING MARINES 
 

The Marines Helping Marines, Wounded Marines program was 

established in the spring of 2003 at the Bethesda Naval 

Hospital to provide extensive support for injured Marine Corps 

personnel and Navy FMF Corpsmen returning from the war on 

terror in the Afghanistan and Iraq conflicts. Since then the 

program has grown to include Balboa Naval Hospital , San 

Diego- Brooke Army Hospital, San Antonio- Walter Reed 

Hospital, Washington DC and the Wounded Warrior Regiment 

at both Camp Pendleton and Camp LeJeune. 

What began as an effort to provide emotional support to these 

wounded Marines and Corpsmen quickly expanded into a need 

to provide material support in the form of needed health and 

comfort items. The injured Marines arrive at the hospital with 

no more than the hospital gowns on their backs. While the 

hospital provides the basic toilet items, very often more is 

needed. 

Currently, in addition to personal comfort items, the Marine 

Corps League provides; financial assistance to the families 

who are visiting their Marines (taxi vouchers, restaurant 

vouchers, phone cards and limited housing funding) outings to 

professional baseball games for ñoutpatientò Marines (they are 

recognized by the PA announcer), C-D players, C-Ds, DVD 

movies, television sets and DVD players for the rooms (due to 

a shortage of TVôs in the hospital), and tickets and travel 

money to wounded Marines for emergency leave. We hold 

monthly cookouts on the hospital grounds for the walking 

wounded, their visiting families, and the hospital staff to lift their 

spirits and speed their recovery.  

(Source: http://www.marineshelpingmarines.org)  

 

The West Central Illinois 

Leathernecks Detachment #1177, 

Marine Corps League, donates a 

portion of the proceeds of its 

fundraisers to the Marines 

Helping Marines program. 

 

http://www.fallenheroesfund.org/
http://www.marineshelpingmarines.org/
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The Illinois Veterans' Home in Quincy is beautifully situated on 
a 200 acre campus just Northwest of Twelfth and Locust 
Streets in Quincy, Illinois.  Along with Veterans' Homes at 
Manteno, LaSalle, and Anna, it is operated by the Illinois 
Department of Veterans' Affairs.   

The primary mission of the Illinois Veterans Home at Quincy is 
to provide economical and quality long-term domiciliary, 
intermediate and nursing home (including Alzheimer) care for 
nearly 600 veterans and their spouses in 8 different nursing 
care units.  These services are provided by a multi-disciplinary 
group of health care professionals as well as an array of 
supportive staff whose focus is to maintain the maximum 
functioning level of each resident. 

Numerous recreation and restorative services are provided.  
The campus is a virtual community unto itself as it provides 
physical therapy, recreation, social services, pharmacy, 
chaplaincy, security, medical records, X-ray, housekeeping, 
barber/beautician, postal and banking services.  It also has a 
library, coffee shop and a deer park.  Friends and relatives of 
residents are encouraged to visit them. 

 Source:  
http://www.state.il.us/agency/dva/illinoisveteranshomeatquincy/  

The West Central Illinois Leathernecks Detachment #1177, 

Marine Corps League, donates a portion of the proceeds of its 

fundraisers to the Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund. 

                Tim Ritzo serving as Master of Ceremonies 
                                    at the Memorial Day Services 

 

 VFW Aux. Pres. Connie Wilson            Kelly Surratt presenting $500 check 
drawing the winning raffle ticket                to raffle winner Janet Mitchell 

 
 

Marine Corps Trivia  
 

When his two-year cruise as a cadet midshipman expired, 
General John A. Lejeune was commissioned a second 

lieutenant in the Marine Corps on 1 July 1890. His 
appointment required Congressional intervention because the 

Navy was hesitant to be relieved of such a bright sailor. 
 
(Source:  http://www.usmcmuseum.org)  

 
 USMC helicopter pilot 1st Lt. Joe Fry standing next to his Cobra.  Joe is    
  one of our four members currently serving on active duty.  He is with   
    HMLA 267 and will  deploy in July with 31st MEU , Okinawa, Japan.    

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE PREAMBLE  

In the name of the beneficent God of all, we who 

have honorably served or are now honorably 

serving our country in the United States Marine 

Corps, for the common good of this Nation, and 

all nations and people of the world, and in order 

that the fundamenta l rights and freedom of 

every person may be preserved, to foster 

interest in the affairs of the United States 

Marine Corps, to protect and advance the 

welfare of wounded and disabled Marines and 

their dependents, and for the further purposes 

set forth here inafter, do solemnly and firmly 

associate ourselves together in a non -profit 

corporation known as the òMarine Corps Leagueó 

and order and establish these bylaws.  

 

 


